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I- The Maritime Fishermen’s Union (MFU)

· The MFU was founded in 1977 in Escuminac, NB

· It has 1500 inshore owner operator fish harvesters in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia

· It represents 1200 of those in East coast New Brunswick

· Its members are multi-specie fish harvesters (lobster, herring, groundfish, scallops, others) 

· The organization is accredited every four (4) years under the Inshore Fishery Representation Act, a New Brunswick legislation. If accredited, its representation is based on a Rand formula.
II- The lobster industry in New Brunswick

· The lobster industry accounts for 55% ($82,8 million) of commercial fishery landings revenues in 2006, twice surpassing snow crab.
· The export value for the lobster industry in New Brunswick (2006) is valued at $377 million.
· The asset value for the East coast NB inshore is valued at approximately $180 million.
· 1200 NB inshore captains, plus an average of 2 helpers per enterprise each directly employ approximately 3600 people that provide fish for another 5000 fish workers in plants.
· There are prevalent indications that the current lobster crisis has already amounted to the loss of an estimated 300 helper jobs as lobster captains prepare for one of the worst seasons in modern times.
III- A snapshot of the current lobster industry crisis in New Brunswick

· Before the worldwide economic crisis began, the viability of lobster fish harvesters in New Brunswick was already in serious jeopardy whereas most fish harvesters were making a before tax average net revenue of somewhere around $10,000 in Eastern New Brunswick (according to DFO most recent 2006 analysis). 
· The majority of lobster caught in NB is exported to the USA where it’s products are sold mostly as processed goods to restaurant and tourism industries (cruise ships, casinos etc.), thus medium priced luxury items for the middle class.
· Other than the fight for basic viability of the inshore fleet, the most pressing challenge in Atlantic Canada (and elsewhere) involves the control over fishing resources. A crucial owner-operator and fleet separation policy for Atlantic Canada (individual fish harvesters must own and operate a fishing vessel and industrial interests can only in very specific cases own fishing enterprises) has been paramount for the protection of fishing benefits received by Canadian rural communities. More than ever, industrial pressures around the world are working towards controlling the benefits of fisheries through various means including quota based management systems, political pressure for vertical integration of fishing processing companies, etc.     

· Some other major challenges faced by inshore harvesters in Eastern Canada are the following: ecocertification, traceability, ensuring for a generational transfer of harvesters, demonstration of sustainability of main resources, involvement in solutions for global environmental changes affecting fisheries, marketing of nutritional benefits of seafood in general, ensuring system for fair price in a business and political environment not responding to socio-economic issues, etc.
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