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June 4, 2010
Rick Doucet
Minister of Fisheries for Nouveau Brunswick 

Fredericton, NB


RE: NB Fisheries Position for the Permanent Committee on Fisheries and Oceans and a Renewal Plan for East Coast New Brunswick Inshore Harvesters 
Minister Doucet,
It is with great apprehension that we write this letter to you today. We are, to say the least surprised and confused after carefully digesting the contents of your May 28, 2010 position document presented to the Permanent Committee on Fisheries and Oceans. Not only are the arguments in this document almost identical to a previous NB Fisheries Department document presented in 2003 (March 14, 2003) to the Snow Crab Committee held in Quebec - this document and the NB Department’s presence at this meeting was a key instigator for the Shippagan demonstrations according to a few DFO managers of that time – but, your surprising position goes completely against our renewal efforts for which you say you support. I might explain further…
Following a few meetings with NB Fisheries Department officials, the MFU developed a request sent to you (dated December 14, 2009) for a non-interest loan. In the course of these preparatory meetings and in this letter, you will find that it is clearly indicated how the success of a MFU rationalisation plan, and the eventual repayment of a loan by the Province, would strongly depend on net revenues generated by a snow crab allocation for the inshore fleet, and this, for the duration of the loan, thus for 10 years. I might add that harvesters were quick to confirm this theory over the last week after they heard of the latest announcement. They were quick to remind us, especially for those in most difficulty, that it would be inconceivable to support the repayment of 50% of the costs of an eventual renewal plan without the possibility of revenues generated from a snow crab allocation… In a nutshell, although we are well aware that this decision remains in the realms of the Federal Minister, we find that we will encounter a serious bottleneck to achieving harvester investment in a renewal plan without having our Provincial Government support a permanent snow crab allocation from the inshore, a fact that was previously mentioned and explained in the course of various communications in 2009-2010. 
It is very difficult to understand your invariably strong position taken at the Permanent Committee meeting in Moncton last week, in the support of positions held by 4% of NB harvesters (80 traditional harvesters), while abandoning the position of 63% of NB harvesters (1200 East Coast NB inshore), especially when this strong position completely goes opposite to a renewal plan for which your Government has recently supported. On this matter, we are forced to require a clear and specific explanation to better understand your intentions. Please note that we must meet our membership in the coming months to explain options for the implementation of an MFU Renewal Plan. 

Therefore, M. Doucet, we more specifically are forced to ask for an explanation as to how your government can be opposed to a permanence of the current snow crab sharing agreements for the benefit of inshore harvesters (as stated in your May 28, 2010 position document) and how harvesters are now expected to repay the loan provided to the MFU for a renewal plan (as discussed in our December 14, 2010 letter). This all is especially remarkable in light of the Minister Shea decision to continue onwards with stability until 2014, compounded with the fact that Minister Hearn encouraged an eventual permanence and has already permitted for a permanent solution for other NB fleets. 
This being said, we wish to stipulate the initial fundamental principles behind the sharing agreement that granted a snow crab allocation to the inshore for the first time more than 15 years ago:

1. Snow crab resources are present in many coastal waters of East Coast NB, thus in traditional inshore fishing areas;

2. The MFU strategy has for many years now aimed for a multi-species fleet instead of a specialist fleet, and this approach has aged well with time (many specialist fleets, more often based on industrial fishing, have often resulted in the collapse of marine resources : herring, cod, “sébaste”, etc.);

3. The benefits of the NB marine resources should be distributed in a manner as to contribute to a larger number of NB harvester families and communities, instead of concentrating these benefits in the hands of a small few.    

It is important to note that in 2014, our fleet will have a historical experience of 20 years in the snow crab fishery. 

If your answer to this mightily important question stated above should be so vague as your previous communication on the subject, we will therefore have no choice but to fall upon the interpretation provided by your May 28, 2010 document - a position paper clearly positioned to favour the elimination of the snow crab sharing agreement for the East Coast NB inshore fleet. In these terms, we will have no other recourse but to request for an immediate intervention by the Premier of New Brunswick, who might find this matter to be of significant risk in light of the current political climate. 
It is believed that the answer provided to our question will have an immediate and profound effect on our future contacts and could potentially have a profound negative effect on our overall relationship, in which case, we would resort to working more closely with the Federal Fisheries Department – a Department that seems to demonstrate a more ample openness to questions of social ethics, general principles of socio-economic equality and that have shown to be less tainted by overarching industrial interests on this particular file.

In closing, we shall need to inform our harvesters of your position and of its consequences in the course of the coming months. We thus wish to press for a prompt response to this letter, as we desire to progress with the development of our renewal plan as soon as possible. In this regard, we shall wait for your response before beginning our next series of meetings with harvesters scheduled for the month of June-July, before the start of the Fall fishery. 
Sincerest regards,
André Martin

MFU President
Christian Brun

MFU Executive Secretary
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